Foreword

As the elected officers of OMEP Ireland, we are delighted that Professor Francis Douglas and Dr. Mary Horgan , the Directors of Project E.Y.E. – an Irish Curriculum for the three to four year old child – have allowed us to publish this Second Edition.

The First Edition was published by the Early Years Unit in UCC in 2000 and distributed by the Irish Pre-School Playgroups Association.  Five hundred copies were purchased in the space of three months by people working in a wide range of early years settings, including a considerable number of Primary School Teachers.  Of particular attraction to all those who bought it was the fact that it contained the distilled knowledge and wisdom of the very best pre-school educators in Cork City and County at the time. The practical suggestions contained in it enabled early years educators to enhance children’s development through everyday activities.  Since the first edition sold out, there has been a constant demand for its re-introduction.

The Second Edition comes at an important stage in the development of pre-school services in this country.  Recent land mark events include the publication of the  OECD and NESF reports on early childhood education and care in Ireland (OECD, July, 2004; NESF June 2005) and the announcement in December 2005 of the creation of the Office of the Minister for Children which brings together staff with responsibility for children’s issues from the Departments of Health and Children,  Justice Equality and Law Reform, and Education and Science in order to maximise the co-ordination of policies for children and young persons and to provide a strong focus at the highest level. With this united front under one Minister the country is hopefully poised for another ‘great leap forward’. 

Much attention is now focused on the issue of improving quality in early childhood education and care. It is with particular reference to the NCCA consultative document  Towards a Framework for Early Learning and the CECDE’s National Quality Framework for Early Years Education and Care that the contents of this curriculum should be seen.  These documents provide a broad framework for early learning and development. The Project Eye curriculum shows how these principles might be implemented in practice, based on the experience and expertise of the thirty-one contributors. The enthusiasm and commitment of the contributors as well as their love of working with young children is evident throughout. 

Project EYE forms a link between the four broad themes – Well-being, Identity and belonging, Communication, Exploring and thinking –contained in the NCCA curriculum framework and the primary school curriculum. The NCCA document draws attention to cross-curricular guidance and connections when it states on page 35 that the child is the starting point for the adult in planning for and supporting his or her learning.  It says that ‘Early Childhood practitioners in Ireland have a long tradition of supporting this learning and development in the cognitive, creative, emotional, linguistic, moral, personal, physical, social and spiritual areas’ and it is just this that Project EYE sets out to do.  Each of the booklets focuses on one developmental area, but as stated in the Introduction, it is impossible to separate one type of developmental activity from another and all of the activities suggested contribute to the holistic development of the child. 

The two principles underlying all the suggested activities in Project EYE  are the importance of play-based learning and the central role of relationships. In this, it is in complete accord with the NCCA Framework.  On page 55, in their conclusion, the NCCA point out that relationships and play are two central contexts for all children’s early learning and that the adult-child relationship is in fact particularly crucial. This adult has to carefully scaffold the child’s learning so the he or she has positive exploration through which new ideas and skills develop. Skilled and thoughtful intervention by the adult can enrich and extend children’s play in ways that support all aspects of their learning and development. This is achieved through loving and caring relationships between the child and the adult. Project EYE contains many examples of how to foster children’s development in the context of such relationships. 

It is perhaps not so surprising that the NCCA document reflects Project EYE so closely as Dr. Mary Horgan was the Vice-Chair of the NCCA Advisory group which drew up the document. 

The CECDE National Quality Framework (NQF) is a wide-ranging document, covering many aspects of early years provision. It is interesting to note that Standard 7 of the NQF, Curriculum for Sessional Services,  for example, could be seen as an endorsement of Project EYE. Standard 7 is written as follows: - ‘Encouraging each child’s holistic development and learning requires the implementation of a verifiable broad-based, documented and flexible curriculum or programme’. This refers to all learning experiences, whether formal or informal, planned or unplanned, which  contribute to the child’s development and this is integral to the philosophy of the Project EYE Curriculum.  In component F2 of  Standard 7 the CECDE goes further when it refers to a well referenced curriculum or programme in operation, based on established and verifiable principles of child development’. This is indeed exactly what Project EYE helps the practitioner to do because it is written by practitioners for practitioners with the added advantage of a very sound theoretical base.

Finally, we know that all who use the results of Project EYE as a catalyst to their thought and action cannot fail to help young children achieve a better start in life, a happier future and a more contented present. This is our mission.

Dr. Anna Ridgway (President OMEP Ireland)

Ms Lorraine Crossan (Vice-President OMEP Ireland)

Dr. Rosaleen  Murphy (Secretary OMEP Ireland)

Dr.  Denice Cunningham (Treasurer OMEP Ireland)

Ms Áine Heffernan (Membership Secretary OMEP Ireland)
References

NCCA (2004). Towards a Framework for Early Learning. National Council for Curriculum and Assesment., 24 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. www.ncca.ie 

CECDE (2005) The National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education. www.cecde.ie 

NESF Report on Early Childhood Care and Education. NESF Report No. 31. (June 2005). National Economic and Social Forum, 16 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

OECD Thematic Review of Early Childhood Education and Care Policy in Ireland (July 2004). Dublin: Dept. of Education and Science/ The Stationery Office.  

