
Non-directive Play Therapy as a Crisis 

Intervention for 

Pre-school Children in Women’s 

Domestic Violence Refuges 

in Ireland  in Ireland  



Non –

Why play 
therapy as a 
support for 

Emotional 
development 

Effects of 
witnessing 
domestic 
violence

Non –
Directive 
Play therapy 

support for 
the child?





Introduction 



Emotional Abuse 



Effects of Witnessing Domestic 
Violence 



Non-directive Play Therapy 



Eight Principals for 
Non- Directive Play Therapy 



Continued........ 



Application towards Women’s 
refuges 



Continued......



Why play therapy in Women’s 
refuges for pre-school children?





Thank you for your time

Any Questions?


